


I just released a free mini course called the
Creative Solo System Crash Course — and I
think you’re going to love it.

It includes 9 video lessons designed to help
you break out of  scale patterns and star t
creating more melodic, expressive solos. 

You’ll get:
Interactive call-and-response training

Licks and a solo you can use right away

Interactive tabs to make learning easier and
more fun

Backing tracks to practice with

This is a streamlined intro to the methods I
teach inside my full Creative Solo System
course — and it’s completely free.

👉 Click here to get instant access

Hope it brings some new inspiration to your
playing,
Daniel
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I get this question a lot—because let’s be honest, courses
can sometimes feel a little vague from the outside.

Solo On Guitar: PRO is designed to take everything from
"Solo On Guitar: The Improviser’s Toolkit" and bring it to
life with video lessons and interactive tab, so you can turn
scales, arpeggios, diagonal pentatonics, CAGED system
hacks, and diagonal arpeggios into actual music—fast.

You’ll learn my science-backed practice strategies to help
you grow quickly, without getting stuck in endless
exercises that don’t translate to real playing. Plus, you’ll
get over 250 studio-quality backing tracks to apply
everything in a real musical context.

Ready to start soloing with confidence? Grab your copy of
Solo On Guitar: PRO today and get practicing!

What Is 
Solo On Guitar: PRO?

Click Here To Learn More
And Take A Look Inside The PRO Version

https://www.danielseriff.com/SOG-PRO-PDF
https://www.danielseriff.com/SOG-PRO-PDF
https://www.danielseriff.com/SOG-PRO-PDF


A Quick Look
Inside 

Solo On Guitar: PRO

Grab your copy today 
and get practicing.

https://www.danielseriff.com/sog-pro-inside-look
https://www.danielseriff.com/sog-pro-inside-look
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Important Basics and Notation Symbols:
I have used some customary symbols to represent the fretboard, diagrams, 
strings, and fingers as well as some unique to my method. Here is the description 
of how they will be written:

String Notation

Numbers in parentheses ( ) will indicate strings

(1) indicates the thinnest E string
(2) indicates the B string
(3) indicates the G string
(4) indicates the D string
(5) indicates the A string
(6) indicates the thickest E string

I regularly use the indications of thickest string and thinnest string. Often times people 
are confused on low to high and high to low, in regards to strings. I feel like using the 
terms thickest and thinnest or using the actual string number is much more clear. 

Left Hand - Finger Indications
I indicates the index finger
M indicates the middle finger
R indicates the ring finger
P indicates the pinky finger

Many methods include left hand fingers described by the numbers 1-2-3-4. Using your 
actual finger names and the letters which reflect those finger names is simpler due to all 
the numerical values that we have to deal with including: scale degrees, string numbers, 
and fret numbers. In this book we will refer to them as
I-M-R-P rather than 1-2-3-4

Part 2 - The Basics



Diagram Indications

The diagrams in this book will be labeled with a thicker E string and a thinner E string. 
As with most diagrams and tablature the lowest string in relationship to the page is the 
thickest string (6th) and the highest string in relationship to the page is the thinnest 
string (1st).

Ascending aka Shifting (towards the guitar body)

Ascending aka Crossing (playing across the strings from thickest to 
thinnest is also typically ascending)

What is up and what is down? Always describe your scales in a holistic musical way, not 
how they are arranged on the guitar. We should always aim to talk about pitch relative 
to high and low frequency, not to how it looks on the guitar neck in relationship to the 
orientation of floor/ceiling/up/down/walls/right/left.

Part 2 - The Basics

 

 



Half-Steps and Whole-Steps

- What Is A Half-Step? - 
A half step on the guitar is movement from one fret up or down to the very next fret. 
Ex. 
Moving from the 3rd fret to the 4th fret is ascending one half-step. 
Moving from the 10th to the 9th fret is descending one half-step. 

- What Is A Whole-Step? - 
A whole step on the guitar is movement from one fret, up 2 frets, or down 2 frets
Ex. 
Moving from the 3rd fret to the 5th fret is ascending one whole-step. 
Moving from the 7th to the 5th fret is descending one whole-step. 

2 and 3 Note Sets

In this method there are two very important sets/sequences on the guitar neck. We will 
call them 2 and 3 note sets. 

This is what we will call a 2 note set:
The diagram shows two notes separated by a whole step. I recommend playing these 
notes with your index and ring fingers. The notes in the diagram below are are G and A 
on the thickest E string. A 2 note set can be placed on any string you wish, at any fret 
position. 

Part 2 - The Basics

 



This is what we will call a 3 note set:
The diagram shows three notes separated by two whole steps. The fingering in its most 
basic form should be index and ring fingers, with a shift on the ring finger when 
ascending and a shift on the index finger when descending. This set includes 3 different 
notes, separated by two whole-steps. The notes in this diagram are C D and E on the A 
(5) String. The notes are a whole step apart whether you are on a 2 note set or a 3 note 
set. A 3 note set can be placed on any string that you’d like, at any fret position.  

The terms “scale” and “shape” will be used 
interchangeably throughout the book, to describe the 
arrangement of notes in the Diagonal Pentatonic Patterns.  

Part 2 - The Basics
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It includes 9 video lessons designed to help
you break out of  scale patterns and star t
creating more melodic, expressive solos. 

You’ll get:
Interactive call-and-response training

Licks and a solo you can use right away

Interactive tabs to make learning easier and
more fun

Backing tracks to practice with
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teach inside my full Creative Solo System
course — and it’s completely free.

👉 Click here to get instant access

Hope it brings some new inspiration to your
playing,
Daniel

https://www.danielseriff.com/CSSCrashCourseLanding


Terminology / FAQ

In writing about the Diagonal Pentatonic Method, I had to create certain language to 
describe some technical devices and concepts. Here are some clarifications of terms as 
well as some frequently asked questions. 

What is a Diagonal Pentatonic Scale?

The Diagonal Pentatonic Scale is a term that I coined in order to describe a scale shape 
that is neither a static positional nor a single string scale. The “standard” five pentatonic 
shapes or “boxes” are all positional scales, meaning that they occur across the 
fretboard in a particular position (between frets x and y - typically within a four fret 
range). A single string scale would be played by shifting up and down a single string - 
the single string scale would be played, of course, with all the notes contained on one 
string. The Diagonal Pentatonic Scale shifts up the strings and crosses the fretboard 
simultaneously. The Diagonal Pentatonic Scales are a combination of positional and 
single string scales created both to simplify and expand the five pentatonic scale 
shapes. 

What is a shift/shifting?

Shifting is the term used to describe the movement up and down a single string. An 
ascending shift means to move up the neck, from low frets (low fret numbers) to high 
frets (high fret numbers), towards the body of the guitar. A descending shift means to 
move down the neck, from high frets to low frets, towards the headstock of the guitar.  

What is a cross/crossing?

Crossing is the term used to describe the movement across the frets from thickest string 
to thinnest string or from thinnest string to thickest string. I use the language of “thickest 
to thinnest” or “thinnest to thickest” to orient the player and aid in describing which 
direction to move across the fretboard. Many guitar players, even advanced, get 
confused using the numbers 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 to describe the strings. I use a combination 
of the “thin vs. thick” language as well as the number system. Always remember the 
biggest number is the thickest string (6), and the smallest number is the thinnest string 
(1). 

What is a set?

A set in the Diagonal Pentatonic Method is used to describe a group of two (2) notes 
with a whole step between the notes, or a group of three (3) notes with a whole step 
between each note. The initial concept of the method is based on two and three note 
sets. Check out “The Basics” chapter to see diagrams of 2 and 3 note sets. 



Terminology / FAQ

What is a pattern? What is 2-3 and what is 3-2?
I use the term “pattern” to describe the combination of 2 and 3 note sets. In the 
Diagonal Pentatonic Method, there are two initial options. The Diagonal Minor 
Pentatonic Scale is a 2-3 pattern, and the Diagonal Major Pentatonic Scale is a 3-2 
pattern.

What are I M R P?

In my teaching, I use I-M-R-P to describe index, middle, ring, and pinky fingers on the 
left hand rather than the standard 1-2-3-4 number system. I chose to use the letters 
associated with our finger names to simplify and limit the references to numbers used in 
describing guitar music. As guitarists, we have to deal with fret numbers, string 
numbers, scale degree numbers, chord numbers, and several other combinations of 
numbers. Simplifying this concept will make terminology easier for the student. 

What does the letter H stand for and what is a half step?

The letter “H” represents the interval of a half-step, when describing scales and chords. 
A half-step is the measurement (interval) of space between two notes, equaling the 
distance of one fret up or down on the guitar neck. The guitar fingerboard is built of half 
steps. In order to move in half step increments on the guitar neck, play any note and 
move one fret up or down that same string, ascending towards the body of the guitar or 
descending towards the headstock of the guitar. By moving one fret up or down, you 
have moved the interval of one half-step up or one half-step down. 

Examples: 
- Play the 10th fret of the B string. Move one fret up to the 11th fret of the B string 

towards the body of the guitar. You have ascended one half-step. 
- Play the 5th fret of the A string. Move one fret down to the 4th fret of the A string. You 

have descended one half-step.  

What does the letter W stand for and what is a whole step?

The letter “W” represents the interval of a whole-step when describing scales and 
chords. A whole step is a measurement (interval) of space between two notes, equaling 
two frets. A whole-step is the combination of two half steps. In order to move in whole 
steps on the guitar, play any note and move two frets up or down on that same string, 
ascending towards the body or descending towards the headstock. By moving two frets 
up or down, you have moved one whole-step up or one whole-step down. 

Examples:
- Play the 5th fret of the high E string (thinnest). Move two frets up to the 7th fret of the 

High E string, towards the body of the guitar. You have ascended one whole-step. 
- Play the 2nd fret of the D string. Move two frets down to the open note of the D string. 

You have descended one whole-step.  



Terminology / FAQ

*Note - Open strings count as notes, just like fretted notes. Don’t forget that you can 
move in intervals to and from open strings.  You can ascend from an open string by a 
half-step or whole-step to the 1st or 2nd fret. You can also descend to an open string by 
a half-step or whole-step from the 1st or 2nd frets.

What is a Major Pentatonic Scale?

I will cover this concept at greater length in my theory book, but a major pentatonic 
scale is essentially a five note scale, or what I call a “subset” of the major scale. A major 
scale is built on a formula of whole-steps and half-steps. The formula for a major scale, 
in ascending steps, is W - W - H - W - W - W - H or Whole - Whole - Half - Whole 
-Whole - Whole - Half. This scale contains seven notes that are numbered 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 
5 - 6 - 7 - 1. The major pentatonic scale is a subset of this scale because it is built via 
the same major scale formula, but excludes the 4th and 7th notes from the major scale. 
The major pentatonic scale is built by using 1 - 2 - 3 - 5 - 6 - 1. The first note of the scale 
is counted only once, even though the scale starts on the first note, follows the formula, 
and returns to the first note at the end of the scale in the next higher octave. This makes 
a five note scale, hence the name the major pentatonic scale, using the prefix “penta,” 
meaning five. 

What is a Minor Pentatonic Scale?

The minor pentatonic scale is likely the most popular scale on the guitar. I will cover this 
concept at greater length in my theory book, but a minor pentatonic scale is a five note 
scale, or what I call a “subset” of the natural minor scale. A natural minor scale is built 
on a formula of whole-steps and half-steps. The formula for the natural minor scale is W 
- H - W - W - H - W - W or Whole - Half - Whole - Whole - Half - Whole - Whole. This 
scale contains seven different notes that are numbered 
1 - 2 - b3 - 4 - 5 - b6 - b7 - 1. The first note of the scale is counted only once, even 
though the scale starts on the first note, follows the formula, and returns to the first note 
at the end of the scale in the next higher octave. The minor pentatonic scale is built by 
using 1 - b3 - 4 - 5 - b7 - 1.  The minor pentatonic scale is a subset of the natural minor 
scale because it is built via the same formula as the natural minor scale but excludes 
the 2nd and 6th from the scale. This makes a five note scale - hence the name “The 
Minor Pentatonic Scale,” using the prefix “penta,” meaning five. 

What is a subset?

A subset is a partial scale of fewer notes that is derived from a parent or diatonic (7 
note) scale, such as the major or natural minor scale. The pentatonic scales are subsets 
because they are derived from their parent major or minor scales. Typically a subset is 
only a portion of the parent scale. The pentatonic scale consists of five out of the seven 
notes from its parent scale.  



Terminology / FAQ

What is the difference between a Diagonal Pentatonic Major or Minor Scale and a 
regular major or minor pentatonic scale?

The only difference between the Diagonal Pentatonic Scales and standard pentatonic 
scales is their layout on the fretboard. Both types of scales contain the same five notes. 
The Diagonal Pentatonic Scales sequence the notes across the fretboard in a more 
simple and repeatable fashion than box based shapes. Either method will give you the 
exact same notes to play in your music whether you are composing or improvising. One 
of the real beauties of the Diagonal Pentatonic Method is the fluidity with which you can 
move between positions and octaves, maintaining similar looking and feeling shapes. 
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Click For Video and Interactive Tabs
(PRO Version Only)

https://www.danielseriff.com/products/solo-on-guitar-pro/categories/2154964684/posts/2169268924
https://www.danielseriff.com/products/solo-on-guitar-pro/categories/2154964684/posts/2169268924


:KHQ�ZULWWHQ�GRZQ�IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW��WKH�QDWXUDO�QRWHV�ZLOO�ORRN�OLNH�WKLV��
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6LQFH�WKLV�LV�D�JXLWDU�ERRN��ZH�VKRXOG�GLVSOD\�WKHP�RQ�D�IUHWERDUG��5HPHPEHU��D
ZKROH�VWHS�LV�WKH�GLVWDQFH�RI�WZR�IUHWV�DQG�D�KDOI�VWHS�LV�WKH�GLVWDQFH�RI�RQH�IUHW�
:H�FDQ�EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�$�VWULQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�WKH�VLPSOHVW��

7KLV� LV�VWDUWLQJ� WR� ORRN� OLNH�ZKDW�ZH�PLJKW�FDOO�D� ²VFDOH³��ZKLFK� LV��D�VHW�RI�QRWHV
WKDW� ZRUN� WRJHWKHU� WR� FUHDWH� WHQVLRQ� DQG� UHOHDVH� LQ� PXVLF�� 6RPH� QRWHV� LQ� WKH
VFDOH� PLJKW� KDYH� WHQVLRQ� DQG� ZDQW� WR� UHVROYH�� ZKLOH� RWKHU� QRWHV� VRXQG� OLNH� D
UHVROXWLRQ�RU�UHVWLQJ�SRLQW��7KH�PL[LQJ�RI�WHQVLRQ�DQG�UHOHDVH�RYHU�WLPH�JLYHV�ULVH
WR�PXVLF��

7KH�QDWXUDO�QRWHV�ODLG�RXW�RQ�WKH�$�VWULQJ�DUH�GLVSOD\HG�DERYH��EXW�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW
WR�OHDUQ�WKH�QRWHV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VWULQJV�DV�ZHOO��,QFOXGHG�LQ�WKLV�ERRN�LV�D�GLDJUDP�RI
��EODQN�QHFNV�WR�WKH���WK�IUHW��WU\�WR�ZULWH�RXW�WKH�QDWXUDO�QRWHV�RQ�HDFK�VWULQJ��

7KHUH� LV�D�FKHDW�VKHHW�EHORZ��EXW� WU\� WR�VROYH� WKHVH� IUHWERDUG�GLDJUDPV�RQ�\RXU
RZQ�EHIRUH�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�DQVZHU�NH\��
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Click For Video and Interactive Tabs
(PRO Version Only)

https://www.danielseriff.com/products/solo-on-guitar-pro/categories/2154964685/posts/2169268929
https://www.danielseriff.com/products/solo-on-guitar-pro/categories/2154964685/posts/2169268929


Free Lesson
from my
course:

CLICK HERE

https://www.danielseriff.com/example-arpeggio-practice
https://www.danielseriff.com/example-arpeggio-practice
https://www.danielseriff.com/example-arpeggio-practice
https://www.danielseriff.com/example-arpeggio-practice
https://www.danielseriff.com/example-arpeggio-practice


Who is
Daniel Seriff,

anyway?

Daniel Seriff was born and raised in Waxhaw, North Carolina, and began
playing guitar at age 13. At 15, he moved to Winston-Salem to attend the

North Carolina School of the Arts, where he studied classical guitar. 

His early influences included Pink Floyd and Led Zeppelin, and he later
transitioned to classical guitar for school. During his undergraduate studies
at the North Carolina School of the Arts, he attended the National Guitar
Workshop each summer, learning from master guitarists and mentors of

all styles.

Daniel graduated in 2008 with a degree in classical guitar and remained in
Winston-Salem, performing up to 300 gigs per year and teaching up to 60
guitar students. In 2018, he then pursued a master's degree in jazz guitar

at the University of New Orleans on a full scholarship, where he performed
locally and toured nationally with John Papa Gros.

His time in New Orleans deeply influenced his sound, incorporating
elements of funk, jazz, and blues. After completing his master's degree, he

moved to Asheville, North Carolina, in 2021.

Daniel has taught over 24,000 guitar lessons. Daniel has released a full-
length record and regularly creates content for his YouTube and social

media channels. He also offers full-length courses for intermediate
guitarists. Currently, Daniel records and plays select shows with artists

such as Travis Book, Jeff Sipe, and his own trio.



At this point, you might be saying to yourself:

“Wow, this is every scale and arpeggio that I
really need to play across the guitar neck.” 

And, well, you would be absolutely right.

HOWEVER, just because you know the scale
shapes doesn’t mean you can actually make music
with them. What I pride myself on my guitar
teaching is how to turn scales and arpeggios into
music. Feel like you still sound scale-y when you
solo and improvise? It’s probably because you are
wasting time practicing things in a way that
doesn’t lead to stronger improvisation and
creative guitar playing. My courses are geared to
teach you how to improvise more confidently,
quicker, and actually see progress from your
practice sessions.

Click the link and grab a copy of my flagship
video course with interactive tab and level up
your playing. “Solo On Guitar: PRO”

Go PRO Now:

https://www.danielseriff.com/offers/yWMijNcP?coupon_code=SOGPROPDF
https://www.danielseriff.com/offers/yWMijNcP?coupon_code=SOGPROPDF


Some of my student
testimonials.



Some of my student
testimonials.



Some of my student
testimonials.



Some of my student
testimonials.
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Click To
Watch Lesson

https://youtu.be/ui6qUcvaKU0
https://youtu.be/ui6qUcvaKU0


Root Position
Triads

Major

Minor

Diminished



1st Inversion
Triads

Major

Minor

Diminished



2nd Inversion
Triads

Major

Minor

Diminished



Diatonic Triads C Major
Root Position

1 chord

2 minor

3 minor



Diatonic Triads C Major
1st Inversion

4 chord

5 chord

6 chord

7 chord



My Challenge
To You:

Write out
diatonic

triads in C major
using

1st inversions.

Plus

2nd Inversions





1 5 6m 4
Starting In 1st Inversion

1 chord

5 chord

6m chord

4 chord



My Challenge
To You:

Write out the 
1 5 6m 4

Starting On
1st Inversion C

Major

Then The Same
Starting On

2nd Inversion



Click To
Watch Lesson

https://youtu.be/rjet_12ooBc
https://youtu.be/rjet_12ooBc




Click To
Watch Lesson

https://youtu.be/xfYZET9pX34
https://youtu.be/xfYZET9pX34


145 In E Major
Chord Progression: E A B E

E Major Pentatonic for 1

A Major Pentatonic for 4

B Major Pentatonic for 5

Click Here For Backing Track

https://app.box.com/s/57inb36qaubdsth53tddu5p5e1zc0jnn


Click To
Watch Lesson

https://youtu.be/acKI6Q6881U
https://youtu.be/acKI6Q6881U


Easiest Patterns
Major 7th Arpeggio

Dominant 7th Arpeggio

Minor 7 Arpeggio



3 Octaves
Major 7th Arpeggio

Dominant 7th Arpeggio

Minor 7 Arpeggio



Click To
Watch Lesson

https://youtu.be/FuDQohSb7SM
https://youtu.be/FuDQohSb7SM


E Shape
Across The Neck

E Shape

A Shape

D Shape



G Shape
Across The Neck

G Shape

C Shape

F Shape



I just released a free mini course called the
Creative Solo System Crash Course — and I
think you’re going to love it.

It includes 9 video lessons designed to help
you break out of  scale patterns and star t
creating more melodic, expressive solos. 

You’ll get:
Interactive call-and-response training

Licks and a solo you can use right away

Interactive tabs to make learning easier and
more fun

Backing tracks to practice with

This is a streamlined intro to the methods I
teach inside my full Creative Solo System
course — and it’s completely free.

👉 Click here to get instant access

Hope it brings some new inspiration to your
playing,
Daniel

https://www.danielseriff.com/CSSCrashCourseLanding

